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NOTES TO LEADERS AND MEMBERS:  

As we engage in personal devotions and corporate prayer, this Bible study guide helps to 
emphasis aspects of Evangelism. In our small groups, we hope to stir up discussions that will 
help transform our lives as we commit to a lifestyle of witnessing.  
We believe that at the end of this series, our passion and practice of Evangelism shall be 

unceasing. We trust that the Holy  

Spirit will equip us with both the knowledge and the drive to obey the words of Jesus in 

Matthew 28: 19-20  

  

Notes to Leaders:  

To have a healthy and exciting discussion, the leader needs to note the following:  

  

Before the meeting:   

1. Prepare:  

Go through the passage till God speaks to you through it. You will find three types of 

questions in the discussion guide:  

a. Observation - These are questions of facts from the Bible. Do not spend too 
much time on these questions but make sure the group has interacted with the text.  

b. Interpretation - These are questions that help one understand the meaning 

of the facts. Allow for good discussions.  

c. Application - These assist individuals and group members apply what they 
have learnt from the facts. Never leave out these questions and be as practical as 
possible.  
  

2. Pray:  

Pray for the bible study session and the members of the fellowship.  

  

During the Meeting:  

1. Create a free and cheerful atmosphere so that each member can feel free to 
participate. Have the passage read loudly. Make a brief introduction and proceed with the 
questions.  

2. Be flexible. Rephrase questions for clarification if necessary but keep the discussion 
centered on the text and the Bible as the authority.  

3. Monitor the time to ensure adequate coverage of the study but also ensure there is 
time for prayer ministry, fellowship and planning for the next study. Ensure that members 
leave with practical applications.  
  

After the meeting:  

1. Be sensitive to the needs of members that should be attended to and any necessary 

follow up.  

2. Encourage members to meet/ keep in touch informally during the week. Remember 
that effective prayer is founded on love and fellowship.   
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Notes to Members:  

  

This study is meant for use by both individuals and small groups. For you to maximize on 
the benefits of this study especially in group discussions, note the following guidelines:  

 

1. Prepare:  

Go through these study questions before you meet your group members. This will help 
you have a deeper discovery of truth alone and will also help you contribute better in the 
group.   

 

2. Participate:  

Each person’s contribution is important. Do not deny members of your fellowship your 
insights by refusing to contribute. There are not right or wrong answers. The questions 
are simply meant to guide discussion and discovery of truth among your members but 
also to enhance fellowship. Whether the group is exciting or boring will depend on you.  

 

3. Pray:  

Pray for members of your group, your leader and yourself that you will grow together to 
maturity in Christ (Ephesians 3:14-19)  
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INTRODUCTION 

 
At the end of creation, God saw that all he had created was good. The writer of Genesis 

affirms this when he writes: “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and 
there was morning--the sixth day (Genesis 1:31, NIV).” The creation story helps us to appreciate what God 
desired: a perfect and orderly world. But the world as we experience it today is so different. Evil 
seems to infiltrate every fragment of society. The mischief we see that ranges from bad governance 
to injustice, violence, poverty, corruption among others is a result of the fall of man. Nonetheless, 
Jesus took it all on the cross on behalf of all that will accept his atoning offering. Jesus went ahead to 
make us the salt and light of the world… "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can 
it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. "You are the 
light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden (Matthew 5:13-14, NIV).” We who are Christians have a 
role to play. The prince of peace has granted us the privilege of being bold influencers. We need to 
affect all the spheres of life with the light of salvation. Landa Cope (2011), in her book Old 
Testament Templates shapes that we need to renew our Christian minds to see our lives 
transformed. We need to conform every thought to the thinking of Christ. Then church will turn our 
world the right side up. Then the body of Christ will not only be large and diverse, but it will regain 
its power of influence and change. 
 

In this Bible study sequence, we will study eight (8) areas through which we have an 
opportunity to influence our society holistically.  These eight areas are: Family, Government, 
Business, Education, Science & Technology, Arts & Entertainment, Church, and Communication & 
Media. To be an influencer in any of the spheres of impact termed above is to be daring and brave in 
our faith, selflessly serving the people around us, being intentional and deliberate with both the 
people and all opportunities availed to us by God. God is calling you and I to be brave, audacious 
enough to engage even in the most difficult situations in our world. God will thus use you in your 
field as a scholar, scientist, lecturer, businessman, minister of the Gospel or even as a researcher. 
Africa and the world at large needs bold men and women. The church has all the world needs and 
God loves to partner with his people – the church in fixing the perennial problems of the world. In 
this Bible study series, seek to be unafraid in influencing all of society with kingdom values. In the 
words of God to Joshua: We pray that we will be… “Be strong and very courageous (Joshua 1:7a, NIV).” 
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STUDY 1 

BIBLE STUDY 

FAMILY 

Introduction 

The Family institute is God’s idea. He founded it for the benefit of man. Family brings out the 

benefit of belonging, love, unity and acceptance. The Chinese believe that a family in harmony will 

prosper in everything. It is the plan of God that the family as the basic unit of the society bears His 

image and advances His agenda on earth. It’s no fault that God would have the family as the 

fundamental nerve from which the mother and the father would be ‘master theologians’, used of 

God to prepare their Children to have a goldy impact in a confusing world, through the daily reading 

of God’s word at the family altars. When families suffer or fail to promote God’s agenda, the society 

suffers the same; since the family feeds the society. How is the family doing in this mandate? As we 

look into this study we can ask ourselves where we have not done well and what we can do 

differently to save our families and the society. 

Scripture Reference: Deuteronomy 6:1 - 9 

Discussion Questions; 

1. In Verse 1 -3: Why is Moses unrelenting on the sons of Israel observing the Laws, decrees 

and commands of the Lord? 

2. “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength (Deuteronomy 6:4-5, NIV).” What does it mean to Love 
the Lord as stated above? 

3. The Israelites are called to embrace the commands of the Lord in their hearts before they 

can pass them on to their children. (V6-9) 
 

a. Why is this so? 

b. Discuss the various ways they were to pass on the commands of God to their 

children. 
 

4. The family today is facing challenges of rebellion and disobedience, separation, and 

godlessness among others.  

a. How can we experience a growing love for God in our families today? 

b. As fathers, mothers, sons or daughters, what practical steps can we take to have our 

families influence others for God?  

Memory Verse 

“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the 
Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose 
for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of 
the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD (Joshua 

24:14-15 (NIV).” 
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Quote of Day 

The family is both the fundamental unit of society as well as the root of culture. It ... is a perpetual source of 
encouragement, advocacy, assurance, and emotional refueling that empowers a child to venture with confidence into the 
greater world and to become all that he can be. Marianne E. Neifert in Mom's Parenting Guide 
 

Influencer of the week: Jonathan Edwards’ Powerful Example of Leaving a Godly Legacy 

Leaving a godly legacy for your children should be the goal of all Christian parenting.  
Although the faith and godliness of your children is ultimately the work of the Holy Spirit, God often 
uses the influence of parents to make a great impact on their children. A great example of this is 
Jonathan Edwards, the Puritan Preacher from the 1700s.  Jonathan and his wife Sarah left a great 
godly legacy for his 11 children. At the turn of the 20th century, American educator and pastor A.E. 
Winship decided to trace out the descendants of Jonathan Edwards almost 150 years after his 
death.  His findings are astounding, especially when compared to a man known as Max Jukes.  Jukes’ 
legacy came to the forefront when the family trees of 42 different men in the New York prison 
system traced back to him. Jonathan Edwards’ godly legacy includes: 1 U.S. Vice-President, 3 U.S. 
Senators, 3 governors, 3 mayors, 13 college presidents, 30 judges, 65 professors, 80 public office 
holders, 100 lawyers and 100 missionaries. Max Jukes’ descendants included: 7 murderers, 60 
thieves, 50 women of debauchery, 130 other convicts. 310 paupers (with over 2,300 years lived in 
poorhouses) 400 who were physically wrecked by indulgent living. It was estimated that Max Juke’s 
descendants cost the state more than $1,250,000. This is a powerful example showing how a 
parent’s leadership can have a profound effect on their children. 
 
 
Reading of the Week: 

Read & reflect on Romans Chapter 1 - 2 
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STUDY 2 

BIBLE STUDY 

GOVERNMENT 

Introduction 
Government is the system by which a state or community operates. The role of government 

is to ensure justice and equity for all citizens through its executive, judicial and legislative arms. 
Joseph, Daniel, Nehemiah, Queen Esther, King David among many others were prominent and 
influential godly individuals serving in their respective governments. They served and worked as 
unto the Lord (Colossians 3:17).  
 

The question begs: Do we have Christian men and women of integrity serving with 
uprightness and honor, shining the light of the Gospel of Christ in the corridors of power? 
Commenting on David’s leadership, the Scriptures echo thus: “…he shepherded them (the sons of 
Israel) with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them” (Psalm 78:72, NIV). God calls each of 
us, in our role of Nation building to do our best with humility, honor, integrity and uprightness of 
heart so that our colleagues may see the light of Christ in us and be pulled to the knowledge of 
Christ.  
 
 

Scripture Reference: Romans 13:1-7 
 
 

Discussion Questions; 
1. According to Roman 13: 1 – 7, what are the roles and duties of a citizens to their governments? 
2. The scriptures advance: “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is 

no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God (Romans 13:1, NIV).” What does this mean to us today? 

3. From what we know about Daniel, Joseph and Nehemiah, pick any of them and discuss at least 
three values we should embody as either citizens or government workers. 

4. We don’t have to look very far to find historical accounts where corruption and bribery brought 
down a nation. Just prior to the fall of Rome, there was so much corruption/bribery that few 
even cared to hide it. It was even joked about. The Bible argues: “Do not accept a bribe, for a 
bribe makes people blind to what is right and ruins the cause of those who are innocent (Exodus 
23:8, GNT).” How can we as Christians be light in our Nation in view of increasing decay of 
corruption and bribery? 

 
Memory Verse 
“Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, 
then honor (Romans 13:7, NIV).” 
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Quote of the Day 
You must be the change you wish to see in the world. 
~ Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Influencer of the week: Burl Cain – God’s Own Warden  
Bringing Hope to the prisoners 

Burl Cain, is known for a much-heralded transformation at the "bloodiest prison in America where 
he’s served for nearly 21 years. It’s said that he governed the sprawling 18,000 - acre facility that sits next to 
the Mississippi River with a firm hand and a strong love for Jesus. Cain, a Southern Baptist, is quick to tell 
everyone it was Jesus Christ who pacified and transformed Angola. He invited different religious groups of all 
denominations to support his our efforts towards moral rehabilitation at Angola. The bloodiest prison in 
America, now fully transformed now has eight churches on the prison's grounds, daily Bible study and the 
yearly Angola Revival.  

Burl Cain Joined the Angola Prisons in 1995, just a few months at Angola, Cain participated in his first 
execution by lethal injection of an inmate convicted of murder. He planned to do his part in the procedure, 
nothing more, nothing less, feeling then that a successful lethal injection execution would be one that went 
according to plan without a hitch. Thomas Ward had been sentenced to die for murdering his mother-in-law 
and Cain viewed him as little more than a criminal whom society had ruled should die for his crime. "I didn't 
worry about what he must have been experiencing in the hours before his death. I didn't go to his last meal, 
and I didn't share Jesus with him," Cain later recounted. When it was time for the court's order to be carried 
out, Ward's face was a mask of fear as the deadly fluids began flowing into his veins. "There was a psshpssh 
from the machine, and then he was gone," Cain said. "I felt him go to hell as I held his hand. ”Then the thought 
came over me: I just killed that man. I said nothing to him about his soul. I didn't give him a chance to get right 
with God. What does God think of me? I decided that night I would never again put someone to death without 
telling him about his soul and about Jesus." Cain knew that a changed life, a morally rehabilitated life, would 
result in a less-violent prison and he invited New Orleans Seminary to start a training program on Angola's 
grounds. The rest is History. Transformation happened. The change that has taken place inside the prison 
since Cain became warden has been nothing short of remarkable, Jenkins said, noting, "The difference since 
he took over is daylight and dark. He saw the condition and knew the only hope for the men in the bloodiest 
prison in America was what he calls 'moral reformation.' Burl Cain simply opened the doors for groups to 
minister to the men, and hearts were warmed by the Holy Spirit to the message of the Kingdom of God.  
Reading of the Week: 

Read & reflect on Romans Chapter 2 - 4 
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STUDY 3 

BIBLE STUDY 

BUSINESS 

Introduction 

In the early years of church growth, economic growth and development followed the spread 

of the gospel. Evangelist Hauge (1771-18240) is an example of a missionary who led economic 

revolution by helping new converts/believers to also start businesses and grow them. Previous 

evangelistic and missionary efforts were combined with embracing education, culture and the start 

of new businesses.  We are living in a new dispensation where we need to ask whether we are 

witnessing the influence of Christian values and culture in the business world. In Kenya, economic 

statistics show that over 44% of the population are living below poverty line. Rampant corruption 

with historic patterns of inequality and lack of access to health care, water and sanitation are 

challenges the country continues to face. Is there a place for the church to influence the business 

world and the economy? 

 

Scripture Reference: Deuteronomy 15:1-11, Proverbs; 31:10-25  

 

Discussions Questions; 

1. From these scriptures (Deuteronomy 15:1-11, Proverbs; 31:10-25), what value systems and 

principles were championed or encouraged for economic blessing? 

2. Proverbs 31:18 states, “She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night (NIV).” 

Discuss what this scripture means in the world of business. 

3. Discuss the following application Questions: 

a. What are the challenges facing Christians at the market place in efforts to be bold 

influencers for the kingdom of God? 

b. What value systems should you and I embrace in order to make sustainable and effective 

steps that influence Christian values and culture in business? 

c. What do you believe is the role of the church in influencing the business community? 

4. Pick examples of role models in the business community in Kenya and discuss their role in 

influencing Christian values. 

Memory verse 

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various 
forms (1 Peter 4:10, NIV).” 
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Quote of the Day 
 

Further, Take heed that you faithfully perform the business you have to do in the world, from a regard to the 
commands of God; and not from an ambitious desire of being esteemed better than others. 
 

~David Brainerd 
 
Influencer of the week 
The Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship International 

The FGBMFI used to hold breakfasts, luncheons, dinners, banquets and conventions in 
exclusive first class hotels. The people invited to these functions would be top professionals in their 
careers. These meetings were arranged and organized by Pentecostal members of the FGBMFI. 
Many who came to these meetings would be saved, healed and baptized in the Holy Spirit in the 
Pentecostal fashion. In this way, Pentecostals were able to reach a class which they would not have 
reached otherwise. The FGBMFI was founded in the 1950s by Demos Shakarian, a Pentecostal dairy 
businessman.  
 
Dare of the week 
What would happen if every Christian in the world showed up for work on time? Performed at their absolute best? Set 
their sights on blessing the community and company rather than blessing themselves? What would happen if every 
Christian who owned a Business asked, “what does our community really need, and how can we provide that and still 
make a profit?” rather than “where can we make the most money?” 
 
Reading of the Week: 

Read & reflect on Romans Chapter 5 - 6 
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STUDY 4 

BIBLE STUDY 

EDUCATION 

Introduction 

The Bible has a lot to do with education. Words like train, wisdom, teach, proverbs are 
found numerous times in Scripture. The book of Proverbs is dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge 
and wisdom. God invites us to seek Him so as to attain knowledge (Jeremiah 29:13-14, Proverbs 
1:7). To be a true disciple is to be committed to lifelong learning about God and his ways. Inquiring 
minds are godly minds. Education enables us to filter all the information we receive. It is therefore 
not right to blame the world and social media for its influence in entirety. The greatest influence on 
a child is the home environment. It will either make them excel or fail. The concepts of apartheid 
and communism succeeded partly because they were introduced early in the lives of young people. 
Nelson Mandela once said that education is the most powerful weapon which you (we) can use to 
change the world. 
 

The transformation of the whole person begins when one is a child and continues on until 
adulthood. The Biblical view is that every child is gifted, every child can learn, every child has value, 
and that every child has the right to reach his or her full potential. The question is, how are we 
using education for godly influence? 
 

Scripture: Acts 21:39-22:3 

Discussion Questions 

1. From the text and your understanding of Paul’s wider ministry, in what ways was he an 

educated or learned person? 

2. What is your understanding of this statement as used in this text and as observed in other parts 

of the New Testament? “Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of our fathers and was just as 
zealous for God as any of you are today.” 

3. Discuss the following Questions. 

a) How did Paul’s education help him in the course of his ministry?  

b) What was Paul’s attitude as observed in 1 Corinthians 2:2-5? 

4. Malcolm X once stated: “Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for 
it today.” How can we as Christians harness this passport to the future (education) for godly 

influence? 

Memory Verse:  

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom 
you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 3:14-15). 
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Quote of the Day 
The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus character - that is 
the goal of true education. 
 

~Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
Influencer of the week: Benjamin Carson: The Feted Neurosurgeon 

In 1987, neurosurgeon and Johns Hopkins professor Benjamin Carson (b. 1951) made 
medical history when he took the risk of operating on a pair of Siamese twins (the Binder twins) 
joined at the back of the head. These operations had usually failed, in previous medical experience, 
resulting in the death of either or both of the twins. The operation, led by Dr. Carson, lasted 22 
hours. At the end, the twins were successfully separated and can now survive independently. The 
author of several popular books and the recipient of numerous awards and honorary doctorates, 
including the Presidential Medal of Freedom, Carson is a vigorous defender of religious values in 
the public square. A well-known quote by him states, “To THINK BIG and to use our talents doesn’t 
mean we won’t have difficulties along the way. We will—we all do. If we choose to see the obstacles 
in our path as barriers, we stop trying.” This celebrated neurosurgeon and scholar is a believer in 
Christ. His influence as scholar rose to untethered limits paving a way for him to speak even at the 
National Prayer Breakfast in the United State of America and share the platform with the then 
President – Barack Obama. He even went ahead to contest for the presidential primaries in the free 
world and as at now he’s confirmed as the secretary of Housing and Urban Development, in the 
Donald Trump Government.   
 
Reading of the Week: 

Read & reflect on Romans Chapter 7 - 8 
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STUDY 5 

BIBLE STUDY 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Introduction 

God is the creator of the universe. Science and technology only tells us about how the universe works 

and about the laws that govern its behavior .The creation story is the beginning of inventions and discovery. 

In Genesis, God created man in His own image and likeliness and gave him the authority to discover names of 

creatures ‘’…. And whatever they called them, that was it (Genesis 2:19 NIV) ‘. Therefore, Scientists cannot 

discover anything new in the universe that God has not created. Landa Cope agrees with this when she says 

that many astronauts who have ventured out into space have returned to earth talking about a creator, 

awestruck by the magnificence of the cosmos. Paul even articulates it best when he writes that the material 

world reveals the invisible attributes of God so that no one has an excuse for not believing in Him. It has been 

agreed that modern science came from the Biblical view that God created everything there’s and that he 

created it with laws by which it works. In this study, we will endeavor to see how a Christian scholar can 

influence for God through their career path.  

Scripture Reference: Deuteronomy 23:9 – 14,  

Discussion questions; 

1. God once said to the sons of Israel, “if you obey my laws, you will have none of the diseases of 
the nations that surround you.” God seems to be teaching the sons of Israel the prevention of 
transmittable diseases. This is 3800 years before the discovery of the word germs. From 
Deuteronomy 23:9 – 14, discuss the preventative initiatives the sons of Israel were meant to 
employ to enhance safety amongst themselves? 

2.  
a) Moses advising the Israelites once admonished, “… But as evening approaches he is to 

wash himself, (Deuteronomy 23:11a, NIV). In our contemporary Kenya, there is a 
campaign dubbed: Clean Hands Count. Both hand and body hygiene is one of the most 
important ways to prevent infectious viruses. Reflect on the importance of hygiene and 
tidiness.  

b) Whats your understanding of this statement as used by Moses … “For the LORD your God 
moves about in your camp to protect you and to deliver your enemies to you. Your camp 
must be holy, so that he will not see among you anything indecent and turn away from you 
(Deuteronomy 23:14, NIV).” 

3. “Science at its best enables us to wrestle with the problems that threaten humanity, and we 
celebrate when an advance is made that brings relief to millions”. Be it in dealing with Cancer, 
deforestation. Destruction of water catchment areas. The water Hyacinth weed, Malaria et 
cetera. Malaria was once a major disease in the warmer parts of Europe and the USA, but 
deliberate improvements in the living conditions by ordinary people like you and me led to its 
disappearance. What do you presume to be the role of the Christian Scientist in Kenya, in the 
face of such challenges? 

Memory verse  

For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him (Colossians 1:16, NIV) 
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Quote of the Day 

When I was young, I said to God, 'God, tell me the mystery of the universe.' But God answered, 'That knowledge is for 
me alone.' So I said, 'God, tell me the mystery of the peanut.' Then God said, 'Well George, that's more nearly your size.' 
And he told me. 
George Washington Carver 
 

Influencer of the week: George Washington Carver 

George Washington Carver, was a black American. An illustrious botanist and inventor. The 
exact day and year of his birth are unknown; he was born into slavery in Missouri, either in 1861, or 
January 1864. He was a black American who used his great mind to pull himself from bondage, thus 
becoming one of America’s greatest Christian Scientist. He held over one thousand patents for the 
use of the peanut alone. When asked how he could think of a thousand ways to use the peanut, he 
replied that he held the peanut in his hand and said, “God, you made every seedbearing plant, and 
you said they were good. What did you make the peanut for?”   
Reading of the Week: 

Read & reflect on Romans Chapter 9 - 10 
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Study 6 

BIBLE STUDY 

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
 

Introduction 
God is said to be an artist; always has been. In his sermon, Sorensen illuminates the creative 

skillfulness of God. He says that artistic entertaining ability is a gift from God. Right from the book of 
Genesis, Sorensen adds, God shows Himself as a master artist and designer. As an artist God created 
the universe by the spoken word (art) of His power. All color and beauty in the world is a show of 
His creativity. Scholars have argued that God would have created a black and white universe. They 
say that it would have been functional: a world with no variety. Yet for his joy and entertainment, 
they add, God made things busting with beauty, complexity and wonder. Art and entertainment of 
all kinds is made to the praise of His glory and rooted in His character. 

The Bible employs thoughtful creative writing and this is art and entertainment at its best. It 
has variety of artistic styles such as prose, sayings, proverbs, poems, allegory and metaphor. The 
Bible has one hundred and fifty musicals called the Psalms. David and a host of other skilled 
musicians played musical instruments. In this study we will explore how we can influence our 
world through arts and entertainment. 
 

Scripture Reference: Exodus 31:1 - 6; Philippians 4:8 
 

Discussion Questions; 
1. In Exodus 31: 1 – 6: When God wanted the Tabernacle to be built one of the things he required 

was for art to be part of it.  

a. What are the abilities bestowed upon Bezalel and Oholiab? 

b. Why do you think art was important in the Tabernacle then and in our 
modern places of worship today? 
 

2. Good word, admirable art and thoughtful entertainment can give us a window in eternity and 
fill us with a sense of indescribable wonder and ecstasy. Noble art and entertainment depicts 
the grace and the atoning sacrifice of Christ. Virtuous art and entertainment exposes our need 
for a Savior and moves us toward the creator. Describe a time when God used a piece of art and 
entertainment to move you closer to Himself? 
 

3. We have had a number of Christian media personalities in Kenya and elsewhere who are known 
to stand for God in their sphere of influence.  

a. Name a few that you know and discuss how they have made a godly influence in 
society.  

b. In what ways do you think Christians/believers can better harness art and 
entertainment as a witness tool in the Kingdom of God? 
 

4. There are two extremes in art and entertainment. One extreme views art as a pagan/secular 
perspective and therefore avoids it. The other accommodates everything that comes along in 
the media world. The Scriptures call us to be discerning. In light of Philippians 4:8, in what ways 
do you think we can guard our hearts from decadent art and entertainment?  

 

Memory Verse 
… and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts - 
(Exodus 31:3, NIV).” 
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Quote of the Day: 

Francis Schaeffer once wrote, "The lordship of Christ should include an interest in the arts. A Christian should use 
these arts to the glory of God, not just as [evangelical] tracts, but as things of beauty to the praise of God." Instead of pursuing 
"art for art's sake" as the secular world and philosophers have taught us for 200 years, Christians who have been blessed with 
artistic creativity and talent should intentionally use that talent to redeem the field of visual arts by pursuing art for God's 
sake. 
 
Influencer of the week: Cliff Barrows: Music Director: Billy Graham Crusades 
 

Clifford Burton Barrows was a longtime music and program director for the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association. He had been a part of the Graham organization since 1949. He is said to be the man who got the world to sing, 
“This is my story, this is my song.” Cliff Barrows, Billy Graham’s song leader, died at the age of 93, having lived a life of 
preaching, and music. Cliff’s earthly address was on “Melody Lane.” His heavenly address is the coming together of story 
and song and so may well be called “The Grand Amen.” Mr. Barrows first met Mr. Graham while on his honeymoon with 
his first wife, Billie (deceased), near Asheville, N.C., in 1945. Music played a significant role in the programming of Billy 
Graham Crusades, for which Mr. Barrows was responsible since they formally began in Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1947. 
Together, he and Mr. Graham shared the Gospel around the globe. From the beginning of Mr. Graham’s Crusade ministry, 
George Beverly Shea and Cliff Barrows were the nucleus of the Crusade musical team. They were joined in 1950 by pianist 
Tedd Smith, and through the years, organists Don Hustad and John Innes provided additional accompaniment. “I’ve had 
no greater joy than encouraging people to sing,” said Mr. Barrows. “Every great moving of the Spirit of God has been 
accompanied by great singing. I believe it will always be so!” Mr. Barrows remained active in his later years in the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association. He served as host of the Hour of Decision radio program for more than 60 years and 
continued that position for a time through the Hour of Decision Online Internet radio program, which posts weekly on 
BillyGraham.org. He also served on the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association Board of Directors, beginning in 1950. In 
addition to singing at Franklin Graham Festivals and Will Graham Celebrations, Mr. Barrows regularly hosted Senior 
Celebrations and Christmas at The Cove, three-day events geared toward senior citizens at the Billy Graham Training 
Center at The Cove in Asheville, N.C. He also helped with BGEA’s Schools of Evangelism ministry for more than 40 years. 
For significant contributions to Gospel music, Mr. Barrows was inducted into the Nashville Gospel Music Hall of Fame in 
April 1988, and into the Religious Broadcasting Hall of Fame in February 1996. Mr. Barrows was also inducted, along with 
Billy Graham and soloist George Beverly Shea, into the inaugural class of the Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists’ 
“Hall of Faith” in 2008. “His uncanny ability to lead a Crusade choir of thousands of voices or an audience of a hundred 
thousand voices in a great hymn or Gospel chorus is absolutely unparalleled,” writes Billy Graham in his autobiography, 
Just As I Am. “But all of that talent is not the secret of Cliff’s effectiveness,” he writes later. “It is his humility and his 
willingness to be a servant, which spring from his devotional life and his daily walk with Christ.” 
  

Reading of the Week: 

Read & reflect on Romans Chapter 11 - 12 
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Study 7 

BIBLE STUDY 

THE CHURCH 

Introduction 

When Jesus looked at the crowd in the streets, he saw people looking harassed, like sheep 

without a shepherd (Matthew 9:36). He wanted to give them hope and so he made an invitation: 

“come to me all yea that are weak and heavy laden and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). With 

so much brokenness and turmoil in the world, where does one turn to? Is there hope? Christ invites 

us to enter into his rest. He then sends us as his ambassadors to take the good news. Those he calls 

are his church. He sends them back to the world to be salt and light. No wonder Bill Hybels has 

observed that “The local church is the hope of the world.” But it all begins with one person. In this 

study, we shall learn how this can be done as we discuss the encounter of Jesus with the Samaritan 

woman.  

Scripture reference: John 4:4 – 42 

Discussion Questions; 

1. What was the discussion between Jesus and the Samaritan woman about? (John 4:7-9; 16-18; 

19-26). 

2. Discuss what you think is the impact of this encounter of Jesus with the Samaritan woman on 

the following people. You may refer to John 4: 28-30; 39-42; 31-38. 

a. The Samaritan woman 

b. The people in the Samaritan town  

3. What do you think Jesus meant by “worshipping God in Spirit and truth” (vs 21-24)?  

4. Jesus said, “I will build my church and the gates of hades shall not overcome it” (Matthew 

16:18). What lessons can we learn from this episode in John 4 on how the corporate church and 

its members (individuals and small groups) can influence the world positively for God?  

5. Share examples of individuals, churches or Christian organisations that have had or are having a 

positive influence for God. 

Memory verse 

“…and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it  (Matthew 16:18, NIV).”  
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Quote of the Day 

I think if the church did what they were supposed to do we wouldn’t have anyone sleeping on the streets.  

~ Michael W. Smith 
Influencer of the week: Evangelist Billy Graham 

Billy Graham has preached the gospel of Christ in person to more than 80 million people 
and to countless millions more over the airwaves and in films. Nearly 3 million have responded to 
the invitation he offers at the end of his sermons. When America needs a chaplain or pastor to help 
inaugurate or bury a president or to bring comfort in times of terrible tragedy, it turns, more often 
than not, to him. For virtually every year since the 1950s, he has been a fixture on lists of the ten 
most admired people in America or the world. Thus, it is hardly surprising that a Ladies Home 
Journal survey once ranked the famed evangelist second only to God in the category "achievements 
in religion." Billy Graham is ninety nine (99) years old. He was born near Charlotte, North Carolina, 
in 1918, and first attended Bob Jones College, but he found both the climate and Dr. Bob's strict rule 
intolerable. He then followed a friend to Florida Bible Institute, where he began preaching. He later 
moved north to Wheaton College, where he met and married Ruth Bell, the daughter of a medical 
missionary, and undertook his first and only stint as a local pastor. In 1945 Graham became the 
field representative of a dynamic evangelistic movement known as Youth for Christ International. 
In this role, he toured the United States and much of Great Britain and Europe, teaching local church 
leaders how to organize youth rallies. He also forged friendships with scores of Christian leaders 
who would later join his organization or provide critical assistance to his crusades when he visited 
their cities throughout the world. We celebrate Billy Graham as a minister of the Gospel who never 
harbored insecure tendencies but went ahead to raise, inspire and mentor a mighty army of 
individuals whose spirits have been thrilled by his godly example, their hands and minds prepared 
with his organization's assistance, and their hearts set on fire by his ringing exhortation "Do the 
work of an evangelist!" He is distinguished for his Uprightness in his handling of both personal and 
the Ministry’s finances. His stringent confines and his teams whenever they were dealing with 
ladies. Once he was asked, if he were to begin his ministry, all over again, what he would do 
different, and he dint hesitate to claim that he would read more than he read as a young minister.  
Reading of the Week: 

Read & reflect on Romans Chapter 13 - 14 
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Study 8 

BIBLE STUDY 

COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA 

Introduction  

The online Merriam Webster dictionary defines communication as a process by which 

information is passed between individuals through a common system of symbols, signs, or 

behavior. Everything God does is thus hinged on communication. Most of all we do communicates 

something. One can thus deduce that we are communicators made in the image of God. The 

scripture reveals that God seeks to communicate to redeem man. The entire Bible is dedicated to 

passing on this vital message. God compares Himself to words. He calls himself the living word. 

Today God has given us the greatest communication technologies in the history of humanity, hut 

how much vision or passion for the use of these new media do we have? Ranging from printing, 

technology (WhatsApp, Facebook, and twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, Google+, YouTube, Pinterest 

and Tumblr among many others). All these are opportunities for making the truth of the kingdom 

known in new ways. Some have always seen these opportunities as a threat perhaps evil in itself 

because of its potential to carry destructive messages. The gist of this Bible study is that if we follow 

God’s word, then our communication and relationships with others will not only improve but will 

also bring glory and honor to God. 

Scripture reference: Psalm 19:14, 37:30, Proverbs 12:25, 25:11 and Matthew 12:37 

Study questions 

1. From these verse shortlisted above, what do you think are the hallmarks of godly 

communication? 

2. Paul reflecting on the essence of communicating the Gospel once wrote, “…. How then will they call 

on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without someone preaching (Romans 10:14, ESV)?” How can we persuasively 

communicate our message to give others a choice so that by Grace of God, we might save them? 

3. Someone has argued that, “We are Prisoners of Modernization, obsessed and deeply attached if 

not addicted to Social networking sites.” 

a) Do you think this is the case?  

b) What should we do especially in our Christian homes in the light of this 

addictions? 

Memory verse:  

“… Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the 
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear (Ephesians 4:29, ESV).” 
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Quote of the Day 

Do you realize that you're alive at the greatest time in history? We are the chosen generation that will change 
the world.  
~ Israel Houghton 
 
Influencer of the week: Jesus: The greatest communicator who ever Lived 

Many of the best thinkers say that Jesus is the greatest communicator who ever walked the earth. He 
is not only a master but an innovative communicator. There was something about how he conversed that 
drew masses and children to him. His success as a servant leader was holistic, and largely pegged to how he 
articulated facts to his audience. Scholars have argued that one could not have easily distinguished the daily 
words of Christ in a normal conversation from the breadth of the wonder of the word of God. There was a 
connectedness between them that was remarkable. Jesus the Great Communicator, teaches us how to relate 
truth to our people today. Jesus shared most of His message through stories. He used the power of simple, 
familiar narratives. It’s said that the educator takes something simple and makes it complicated. A great 
communicator takes something complicated and makes it simple – this was Jesus at His best. He gave his 
shearers a point for their head and a picture for their heart. It seems that Jesus' rules of communication were 
strong beginning, familiar pictures, one theme with a clear objective, simple language and a heart response. 
Jesus saw the people and perceived their needs. It is difficult to effectively communicate with an audience 
without knowing something about them. Jesus used what was cultural to say what is timeless. He connected 
with them where they were in order to lead them to where they needed to be. At times, Jesus was 
conspicuously silent when it was tempting to speak out. At other times, He spoke when it was in His selfish 
interest to stay quiet. He understood timing. Jesus spoke from His convictions. His convictions enabled Him to 
conclude that a prophet is not without honor except in his own country. His words were from His heart. He 
spoke with passion and demonstrated obedience to His heavenly Father. He had nothing to prove, nothing to 
lose and nothing to hide. He didn't speak out of routine or obligation. When He spoke, His words always had 
great meaning.  After Jesus taught, He asked, Have you understood these things? He was probing to make sure 
they could apply the truth. Jesus always spoke with a goal in mind. There was something for the audience to 
know, something for them to feel, and something for them to do. 
 

Bible Reading of the Week: 

Read & reflect on Romans Chapter 15 - 16 

 

 

 

 



BOLD INFLUENCERS  17  Deliverance Church Kahawa Sukari © 2017 

 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 

  

This material was prepared for use by individuals and Small Groups at Deliverance Church 

Kahawa Sukari during a preaching series on Spheres of Influence in the months of May – July 

2017. We say a big ‘thank you’ to the following people who spent many hours to brainstorm, 

outline, compile and edit this Bible Study Guide:  

1. Daniel Muteti  
2. Fred Gitau  
3. Lee Ngugi  
4. Oscar Odhiambo 
5. Peninah Njoka  
6. Ruth Mbula 
7. Samuel Maingi  
8. Shadrack Mbithi  
9. Sheena Murabula 
10. Silas Owiti  
11. Benard Kariuki  
12. Wang’ombe Peterson  

 

Deliverance Church Kahawa Sukari © 2017 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


